Small Steps Toward Science-Based Reading Instruction:

Additional Resources
UVA Reading & PALS Office

Small Step #1: Assess phonics knowledge with a decoding inventory

e Diagnostic Decoding Inventory from Really Great Reading
e Scholastic Phonics Survey
e Quick Phonics Screener

Small Step #2: Choose phonics activities that explicitly match sounds to letters

e Video Example of Linking Sounds to Letters

e Using Elkonin Boxes (great info about which letter combinations go into one box vs.
two)

e Elkonin boxes video, sample lesson and slides

Note: Include letters as soon as possible!

Small Step #3: Do activities with words that differ by only one sound

e Word Chain Example Video

e Lists of Words for Word Chains (note: the directions say to use counters, we suggest
students write or build the words with letters)

e \ideo about Blending Lines

e Blending Lines information and blank templates

Small Step #4: Begin to include decodable text

e CKLA decodable text: these are PDF books that can be printed.

e Half Pint Kids: These are online only decodable texts that can also be purchased.

e EL decodable text: Decodable texts are found in the materials for the skills blocks
starting in first grade. Each module has one story. When you download a module’s
materials, click on the zipped file called “supporting materials” to find the decodable
text.

e West Virginia Phonics: These free lessons include short decodable passages at the end
of each lesson.

e Flyleaf Decodables: These are online only decodable texts that will be free until the
end of the 2021-2022 school year.

Note: A text is decodable if a student has the phonics knowledge necessary to decode the
words. Choose the books carefully so they include only the phonics features your students
have been taught.

Small Step #5: Prompt students to try to decode words using phonics knowledge first

e Decoding bookmarks

e Decoding Tips for Parents: 5 Common Word Reading Errors and How to Help: This is a
great resource for parents and it has lots of great ideas for how to support students
with different types of decoding errors.
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https://www.reallygreatreading.com/dds
https://educationclearinghouse.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/core-phonics_3.pdf
https://www.readnaturally.com/article/quick-phonics-screener-sample
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6wjU03hjOvs&list=PLVHqsnePfULo3KA8dspX6558xwZxVr2rB&index=15
https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/files/2021/11/Using-Elkonin-Boxes-Handout.pdf
https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/instructional-activities/phonemic-awareness/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ZU5Hl_P0J4&list=PLVHqsnePfULo3KA8dspX6558xwZxVr2rB&index=19
https://www.dyslexiclogic.com/blending
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHY3VvvCyGA
https://www.themeasuredmom.com/how-to-use-blending-lines/
https://rolls.bublup.com/abctutor/free-decodable-books
https://halfpintkids.com/online-materials/
https://curriculum.eleducation.org/curriculum/ela/grade-1/skillsblock-2
https://hickman.sharpschool.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=3052816&pageId=21377024
https://portal.flyleafpublishing.com/learners-resources/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-1mDPeg93wlPQoyERX6UZuyKu77A7Lsn/view
https://www.mtsu.edu/dyslexia/documents/publications/decoding_tips.pdf

